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2020 FEATURED PROJECTS

Building Friendship through Education in Iraqi Kurdistan
To ensure local support for the presence of US troops in Iraq — who continue 
to fight the remnants of ISIS — and to strengthen the vital partnership between 
Americans and Iraqi Kurds, Spirit of America provided 700 student backpacks to 
four schools in Iraqi Kurdistan. The backpacks, each filled with school supplies, 
were distributed to low-income children by members of the US military and 
Ministry of Peshmerga Affairs, fostering goodwill within the community.

Expanding Access to COVID-19 Testing in Laos
To support Americans deployed to Laos who are fighting to control the 
coronavirus, and to improve Laos’ COVID-19 testing capacity, Spirit of America 
quickly provided 2,500 viral test kits and 2,500 sterile swabs at the beginning 
of the outbreak. The United States was the first country to offer coronavirus 
assistance to the people of Laos, and this donation was a reminder of US 
partnership in fighting the global pandemic.

Strengthening the  
US-Montenegro Relationship
To demonstrate American friendship and to tackle 
food security issues that arose from COVID-19, Spirit of 
America developed the Montenegro Seed Project with 
the US Embassy and local organizations. We provided 
$20,000 of agricultural assistance, including almost 30 
types of locally sourced seeds, to help sustain families 
in vulnerable rural communities. Over 6,500 pounds 
of food harvested was donated to public kitchens, 
and based on the project’s success, the US Embassy 
allocated $130,000 to scale the project.

Keeping Soldiers Safe in Ukraine’s War Zone
To strengthen US-Ukraine relations during COVID-19 
and to counter Russian misinformation and propaganda, 
Spirit of America partnered with the US embassy in 
Ukraine to provide funding for a women’s veteran 
organization to sew face masks for Ukranian troops 
and civilians in the eastern conflict zone. This project 
also helped a vulnerable veteran population during  
an uncertain time.
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SINCE OUR FOUNDING:

Spirit of America directly contributes to the 
safety and success of American servicemembers 
and diplomats on the front lines.

“Spirit of America is agile. It is responsive. It has truly saved lives. It has been worth its weight in gold to us.”

	 General Jim Mattis, US Marine Corps, Retired 



“Spirit of America is a whole of nation approach to service that strengthens our national security.”

                                                                 Michèle Flournoy, former Under Secretary of Defense for Policy     

“�Spirit of America represents a new capability — not just another nonprofit.” 

                                                                            General Joseph F. Dunford Jr., US Marine Corps, Retired

PATRIOTISM WITHOUT POLITICS
Spirit of America is citizens serving the nation, working together to exemplify America's values and doing our part to preserve the 
blessings of liberty and the promise of a free and better life.

NOT NEUTRAL
Most organizations that provide assistance overseas are neutral. As a matter of principle and doctrine, they will not directly support 
US personnel. Spirit of America is not neutral. We take the side of America's troops and diplomats. We only provide assistance in 
support of their safety and success, and the local people and partners they seek to help. We are also not political. We take no  
position on policy or politics: when America's men and women are sent to serve abroad, we support them, and help them return 
safely and proud of their success.

SPIRIT OF AMERICA is a privately funded 501c3 nonprofit founded 
in 2003. We are supported entirely by private contributions from 
citizens, foundations, and businesses. We do not receive, and will 
not accept, government funding. Since our founding, 80% of  
expenditures have been used for program expenses.
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Ambassador Rick Barton

Ambassador Barbara Bodine 

General Philip Breedlove

Hon. William J. Burns

Dr. James Carafano

Lt. General Charles Cleveland

Ambassador Ryan Crocker

General Joseph F. Dunford Jr. 

Dr. Joseph Felter

Dr. Edwin J. Feulner

Hon. Michèle Flournoy

Lt. General Ben Hodges

Hon. Jeh Johnson

General James Jones

Lt. General Dan “Fig” Leaf

Major General Jim Linder

Hon. James Locher, III

Hon. James N. Mattis 

Colonel David Maxwell

General Stanley McChrystal

Lt. General H.R. McMaster

Ambassador Ronald Neumann

Lt. General Larry Nicholson

Admiral Eric Olson

General John Paxton

Admiral Gary Roughead

General Curtis Scaparrotti

Dr. Nadia Schadlow

Dr. Kori Schake

Hon. George P. Shultz

General Gordon Sullivan

Admiral Kurt Tidd

* Partial list. All military personnel are retired.
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PROGRAM
EXPENSES: 80%
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GENERAL: 10%

FUNDRAISING: 10%


